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Professional Speakers Association 
Limited by Guarantee 

 
 

Application to become a FELLOW 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
This application form is for senior professional speakers, who have earned at least £50,000 from 

speaking in the past two years and who are deemed by their peers as meeting very high standards in 

all aspects of the speaking business.  

 

 

FELLOWSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
1. Applicants for Fellow MUST have been a Member of the PSA for at least 18 months. 

 

2. Applicants for Fellow must have delivered paid speeches, presentations or talks in the 24 

months prior to application which have earned them no less than £50,000. Evidence must be 

provided that payment was made for these speeches. We accept invoices, bank payment 

counterfoils, copies of cheques and other documentary evidence that proves you were paid. 

 

3. Applicants for Fellow must demonstrate competency in the following eight areas: 

 

 Professional Awareness 

 Topic Development 

 Presenting and Performing 

 PR, Sales and Marketing 

 Professional Relationships 

 Platform Mechanics 

 Authorship and Product Development 

 Managing the Business 

 

The answers you give on this application form will help us determine whether or not you have 

achieved the required levels of competency. Details of the competencies are on Page 2. 

 

4. Applicants for Fellow must be sponsored by TWO existing Fellows of the Professional Speakers 

Association, at least one of whom must have seen you speak in public. Members, Candidates 

and Affiliates cannot sponsor Member applications. 

 

5. Applicants for Fellow must agree to abide by the Code of Professional Ethics of the Professional 

Speakers Association. The Code of Professional Ethics is shown on Page 3. 

 

6. Fellows must re-apply every TWO years to retain their Fellow status; otherwise they will 

continue only as a Member if they are still working in the speaking profession.  
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FELLOW BENEFITS 
Fellows of the PSA are entitled to: 

 

 Attend PSA meetings and events, including special Fellows-only events 

 Attend events of the International Federation For Professional Speakers and their member 

organisations  

 Use the PSA Fellows logo in their literature 

 Access the Fellows Only section of the PSA web site and the Members only section 

 Receive the magazine, Speakeasy 

 Receive the magazine, Speaker 

 Receive the CD Voices of Experience 

 Be eligible for an elected position on any of the PSA committees or Board 

 

FELLOW FEES 
Annual Fee: £250 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Once you submit your application it will be checked by the PSA Secretariat to ensure all sections have 

been completed properly. The form will then be submitted to the PSA Membership Committee who will 

review your application and make a recommendation to the Board of the PSA as to whether or not you 

should be accepted. This process can take up to eight weeks. The Board will then solicit the views of all 

Fellows of the PSA as to your suitability for Fellowship. If your application for Fellow is not successful, 

you will be given specific information as to what you could do to improve your application for the 

future. 

 

 

THE COMPETENCIES FOR FELLOW STATUS 
Professional Awareness 

Mastering this competency provides an in-depth understanding of the Professional Speakers 

Association, related professional associations and sources of information.  

 

Professional Relationships 

This relates to the knowledge and skills needed to communicate with meeting planners, agents, 

bureaux, professionals serving speakers and the media.  

 

Topic Development 

This is the "creative" competency. It means knowing the best topics for you and tailoring topics to 

specific audiences.  

 

Platform Mechanics 

This "staging" competency includes room, stage and equipment set-up, as well as speaker 

introductions.  

 

Presenting and Performing 

This is the "communication" competency, which includes mastering the craft of presenting and 

performing. 

 

Authorship and Product Development 

Developing the skill to convert messages of the speech into marketable products. 

 

PR, Sales and Marketing 

This business development competency results in comprehensive sales and marketing strategies for 

speaking engagements and products. 

 

Managing the Business 

Mastering this competency will help speakers manage the business side of their speaking activities. 
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CODE OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS 
Adherence to this code is a condition of joining. Violation of this code shall be determined in 

accordance with the rules and regulations and Memorandum and Articles of Association. Any 

disciplinary action taken in accordance with those rules and regulations shall be finally binding without 

recourse to the Association, its officers, members or staff. 

 

A PSA member (of any grade of membership) shall: 

 

 accurately represent qualifications and experience in both oral and written communications; 

 act, operate his/her business, and speak on a high professional level so as not to offend nor 

discredit the speaking profession;  

 exert due diligence to understand the client's organisation, approaches and goals in advance of 

the presentation; 

 avoid using materials, titles and themes originated by others, either orally or in writing, unless 

approved by the originator; 

 treat other speakers with professional courtesy, dignity and respect; 

 maintain and respect the business or personal affairs of clients, agents and other speakers; 

 protect the public against fraud or unfair practices and attempt to eliminate from the speaking 

profession all discreditable practices; 

 not be a party to any agreement that unfairly limits or restrains access to the marketplace; 

 accurately represent qualifications and experience in both oral and written communications. 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
All information you enter on this form is treated in the strictest confidence. Only the five members of 

the Membership Committee will view your application, together with the PSA Secretariat. Your payment 

details will only be seen by the PSA Secretariat. 
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APPLICANT DETAILS 
 

 

Title......................... First Name ............................... Last Name ...............................................  

Qualifications ..........................................................................................................................  

Date of Birth ...........................................................................................................................  

Business Name .......................................................................................................................  

Address .................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

Town .....................................................................................................................................  

Post Code ...............................................................................................................................  

Country .................................................................................................................................  

Telephone ..............................................................................................................................  

Fax ........................................................................................................................................  

Mobile ....................................................................................................................................  

Email .....................................................................................................................................  

Web site ................................................................................................................................  

 

SIGNATURE 
I apply to become a MEMBER of the Professional Speakers Association and confirm that I have read 

and will comply with the Code of Professional Ethics (Page 2) and will abide by these rules and 

regulations governing membership of the Association. 
 

Signed ...................................................................................................................................  

Date ......................................................................................................................................  

 

CHAPTERS 
One of the benefits of the PSA is the opportunity to network with other members. This is supported by 

our regional chapters which host regular meetings. You may attend any chapter’s meetings. However, 

if you would like to be kept in touch with the activities of a specific chapter please list the chapter(s) 

below. A current list of chapters is at www.professionalspeakers.org. 

 

.............................................................................................................................................  

  

  

http://www.professionalspeakers.org/
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SPONSORS 
 

FIRST SPONSOR (FPSA) 

Name ....................................................................................................................................  

Your comments on the applicant’s speech/presentation; you must have seen the applicant speak at a 

paid-for engagement – not a “showcase” or at a PSA event. Please comment on the following factors: 

 Whether or not there was audience research resulting in pitching the speech at the right level 

 Whether or not the speech appeared to meet the client’s requirements 

 Whether or not the audience connected to the speech; enjoyment/motivation 

 How questions (if any) were handled 

 

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

Suggested areas for future development ....................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

I confirm I have seen the applicant named on Page 3 of this form speak on the following date: 

.............................................................................................................................................  

Signed ...................................................................................................................................  

Date ......................................................................................................................................  

 

SECOND SPONSOR (FPSA) 

Name ....................................................................................................................................  

I confirm I know the applicant named on Page 3 and that they are a speaker who is paid for their talks 

Signed ...................................................................................................................................  

Date ......................................................................................................................................  
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SPEAKING EXPERIENCE 
Please provide details of your the speaking engagements over the past two years which resulted in a 

total of £50,000 of income. In the “Evidence” column please say what kind of evidence you are 

providing, e.g. “invoice”. 

 

 

 
Date Client Topic Evidence 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     
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COMPETENCIES 
Please complete the following sections to provide as much detail as you can to support your 

application.  

 

PROFESSIONAL AWARENESS 
Which chapters have you attended? ..........................................................................................  

Which other speaking associations are you a member of? .............................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What benefits of the IFFPS do you propose to make use of? .........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What do you like best in Voices of Experience and/or Moving Voices? ............................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What does the phrase “professional speaker” mean to you? .........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 
What topics do meeting planners book you for? ..........................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you research your topics? .............................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What degree of customisation do you provide for talks? ...............................................................  

What are your topic titles?........................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you ensure your topics meet audience requirements? .......................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What props and visual aids do you use and why? ........................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you gain and use feedback for your talks? ......................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What prompts (if any) do you use to help remember talks? ..........................................................  

In what format do you provide your introduction? .......................................................................  
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PRESENTING AND PERFORMING 
Who is your PSA mentor? .........................................................................................................  

Who is your business mentor? ..................................................................................................  

How do you revise and improve your presentations? ....................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What are your personal development plans as far as speaking is concerned? ..................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you ensure you meet your client’s needs? .......................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

PR, SALES AND MARKETING 
What is your main method of marketing? ...................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What are your main promotional materials and how often do you update them? .............................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you use your web site and other web sites within your marketing mix? ..............................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What business networking organisations do you belong to? ..........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

In what ways do you promote and sell your speaker products? .....................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What is your referral process? ..................................................................................................  

How do you select your markets in which you work?....................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  
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PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
Do you use agents or burueas? If not, why not? ..........................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What media coverage have you received and how did you gain this? .............................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you use Mastermind Groups in your business? .................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What arrangements for referrals or support and guidance do you have with other professional 

speakers? ...............................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you ensure that production companies and conference organisers help your speech succeed? 

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

PLATFORM MECHANICS 
What value do you find in particular room arrangements? ............................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What sound testing do you perform prior to speaking at a venue? .................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What instructions do you provide to technical support staff at events? ...........................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What is your experience with simultaneous interpreters? .............................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  



Professional Speakers Association FELLOW APPLICATION 

 
 

What microphones do you use and in what circumstances? ..........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What value do you find in Autocue type technology? ....................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you use technology within your talks? ............................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What special lighting arrangements do you ask for, if any? ...........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

AUTHORSHIP AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
What products do you currently have available for sale? ..............................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What additional products have you scheduled for the coming year? ...............................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

Which publishers, if any, do you work with? If you self-publish, why? ............................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  
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In what ways do your products complement our speaking work? ...................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How do you calculate the costs of your products? Do you include your time in these costs? ..............  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What written materials do you provide which are not strictly products? ..........................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

 

MANAGING THE BUSINESS 
What is your business status? (Ltd Co, Sole Trader etc) ...............................................................  

What is your VAT Number? .......................................................................................................  

How do you ensure your business meets current legal requirements? ............................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

Which kinds of professional advisers do you use? ........................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What types of business insurances do you have? Who are your insurers? .......................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

How is your phone answered when you are not in the office? ........................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

What contractual arrangements do you put in place for each speaking enagegement? .....................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

Do you employ any staff? If so, what are the arrangements you have in place for employment? .......  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  
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PAYMENT  
We can accept payment by cheque or credit card. 

 

I wish to pay by CHEQUE / CREDIT CARD (Please delete as appropriate) 

 

If paying by cheque please enclose a cheque made payable to “The Professional Speakers Association” 

for the total of the joining fee and the annual fee (printed on Page 1). 

 

If paying by credit card, please complete the details below. 

 

Name on credit card ................................................................................................................  

Address to which credit card statements are delivered .................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

.............................................................................................................................................  

Type of card (MasterCard or Visa are acceptable) ........................................................................  

Credit card number .................................................................................................................  

Expiry date .............................................................................................................................  

Security code (last three digits on back of card) ..........................................................................  

I authorise the Professional Speakers Association to debit my credit card with the total amount of the 

joining fee and the annual fee (printed on Page 1): 

 

£....................................(insert amount) 

 

Signature ...............................................................................................................................  

Date ......................................................................................................................................  

 
ANNUAL FEES 
If you wish, you can arrange for your annual subscription to be automatically debited from your credit 

card each year. I authorise the PSA to debit my credit card for the annual fees until further notice. 

 

Signature ...............................................................................................................................  

Date ......................................................................................................................................  

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for your application. We will process it as quickly as possible, but this may be up to eight 

weeks. 

 

Please send your application form to: The Professional Speakers Association, 

8 Wyaston Gardens, Willow Meadow Road, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1HH 


